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We are pleased to participate in the Fifth Regular Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG), organized by the Summits Secretariat of the Organization of American States. 
ECLAC has supported the Summit of the Americas process from its outset, in Miami, in 1994, and since that time has provided assistance to countries in fulfilling the commitments assumed, and has collaborated with the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) since its creation in 1995. 
ECLAC’s technical support has included the preparation of reports, documents, and statistical input with the distinctive feature of including regional comparative analysis that affords an overview of Latin America and the Caribbean as a whole. 
As many of you know, the Sustainable Development Goals are currently the working framework guiding the activities of our institution and the other UN agencies.  These goals, which seek to end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure prosperity for all as part of a new sustainable development agenda, are related to and have points in common with the Lima Commitment.
ECLAC has followed with great interest the Lima Commitment, adopted by the Heads of State and of Government of the Americas in that city, in April of this year.  We have reviewed the Commitment’s seven pillars and 57 mandates and, in that regard, have identified those mandates to which we can contribute through our work program to complement initiatives and generate synergies among the Working Group members to step up the implementation of those mandates. Specifically, ECLAC can contribute to implementation of the mandates related to the thematic areas of open government/digital government and gender equality. 
Regarding the areas of open government and digital government, it should be noted that in the region, only 15 countries have national open government action plans.  Therefore, collaboration for building capacities in the countries that have not developed plans is key. We understand that open government policies should be viewed as a complex web of cross-cutting changes to the institutional framework of the public sector. They support a web of practices, values, and culture promoting the formation of a platform on which to develop an open and collaborative governance model based on three fundamental pillars:  transparency and accountability; internal government collaboration among public officials and technological innovation with citizens for the co-creation of public and social value; and participation so as to actively involve citizens in public policy design, formulation, and execution.  In that context, ECLAC is supporting countries through four “work modalities.”
Training:  Since 2011, over 1,000 professionals from 19 American countries have received training on open government and digital government-related topics. Over 18 international courses have been imparted on these subjects, notable among them the international course “Strategies for Open Government in the Americas,” given each year since 2014 and organized jointly by the OAS and the Latin American Centre for Development Administration (CLAD). This course became the first training activity in the region sponsored by the Open Government Partnership (OGP). 
Seminars/Workshops:  Each year, seminars and technical meetings are held to share experiences, for debate, and to address emerging issues of open government, transparency, access to information, open data, and citizen participation, among others. 
Technical Assistance:  ECLAC provides cooperation and specialized technical support and advice to governmental and nongovernmental entities through collaboration agreements concluded in the areas of open government, transparency, accountability, and technological innovation through open data.  
Research:  ECLAC publishes different types of publications and information resources, with different aims and target audiences:  institutional documents, books, working document series, handbooks, and project documents. Many of these publications have the distinctive feature of containing regional and international comparative analysis that provides an overview of the Latin American and Caribbean region as a whole. 
In the digital government area, in 2000, a regional dialogue was launched on the Information and Knowledge-Based Society, which led to the adoption, in 2005, of the first version of the Plan of Action for the Information Society in Latin America and the Caribbean (known as eLAC), which sets out a regional vision and political commitment to reduce the digital divide. The Sixth Ministerial Conference was organized by ECLAC in conjunction with the Government of Colombia in 2018, and renewed the eLAC commitments beyond 2018. 
As for the promotion of gender equality, ECLAC has a long track record in this area. ECLAC is now a member of the working group on the seventh mandate of the Lima Summit. 
ECLAC provides technical cooperation to governments in the region to build capacities for fulfilling their objectives and commitments in the areas of gender equality and mainstreaming gender in government. It also supports experience-sharing among countries in the region. 
ECLAC also offers courses on gender statistics and indicators; surveys on use of time; measurement of violence against women; and public policies on care, gender, and information and communication technologies. It also conducts research and generates knowledge for the promotion of gender equity in public policies. 
Special mention should be made of the Gender Equality Observatory for Latin America and the Caribbean, which was requested by the governments in 2007, in the Quito Consensus, and has become a regional referent for gender statistics and indicators, studies, analysis, and public policy, and includes a large repository of laws, policies, and reports.
To summarize, specifically, ECLAC can contribute to implementation of the following mandates: 3, 7, 14, 16, 17, 20, 44, and 55. 
Referring specifically to mandates 14, 16, 17, 20, and 44, all related to open government, use of new technologies, and transparency, it is important to note that these are closely related to agreements 1, 3, 4, and 5 of the Cartagena de Indias Declaration, adopted at the Sixth Ministerial Conference on the Information Society in Latin America and the Caribbean, mentioned above. Therefore, progress must be made in the framework of this Working Group to step up our efforts and actions, taking into account the responsibilities that are the purview of each organization. 
[image: image1.emf]Regarding these mandates, ECLAC can provide support to American countries through training for their officials for better implementation of their national and international open government commitments. It can also strengthen public management in countries by providing practical tools and theoretical knowledge to support the design, implementation, and development of open government policies applicable to each country's realities. 
Another potential area for collaboration is support for countries in monitoring plans and their linkage with national development plans and with the targets of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda, through ECLAC’s Regional Observatory on Planning for Development. 
Lastly, on September 10 next, we will host the information session with civil society organizations and social actors on the “Lima Commitment:  Democratic Governance against Corruption.” Invited to this meeting are civil society organizations of Chile working in the area of preventing and combating corruption, attesting to adherence to the Lima Commitment. 
There but remains to note that instruments such as the Lima Commitment enable us to promote and foster a culture of equality starting to appear on the equal rights horizon as a fundamental value of 21st century democracies which affirms the dignity and equality of all women and men. 
Thank you very much.
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